
Third Sunday of Easter – Apr 18, 2021 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical 
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will 
be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 

 

GATHERING SONG: Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen (ELW 377) 
 

GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY - Let us pray.   Holy and righteous God, you are the author of 
life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live 
as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: I JOHN 3:1-7 
 1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know 
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides 
in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no 
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 4 
     1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; 
  the Lord will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up on your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
  and put your trust in the Lord. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.. Praise to you O Christ 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Day of Arising (ELW 374) 

CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this third Sunday of Easter, we pray for all in any need, responding to each petition 
with words echoing today’s psalm, “Hear us when we call.” 

A brief silence. 
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Holy and righteous God, for the church, we pray: 
for our own congregation, 
for the churches of all our neighbors and around the globe, 
and especially for Christians in Nigeria and wherever martyrdoms threaten. 

A brief silence. 

O God our Savior, bless your people, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

For the earth we pray: 
for the well-being of terrains, plants, and animals wild and tame, 
for the birds, especially songbirds whose numbers are decreasing, 
and for this week’s Earth Day, that good will come from the worldwide 
observance. 

A brief silence. 

O God our Creator, restore your handiwork, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

For peace we pray: 
for the end of warfare, terrorism, and cruelty to the poor, 
for a respectful treatment of refugees and all who are incarcerated, 
and especially for Northern Ireland and other places of civil unrest. 

 A brief silence. 

O God our Sovereign, bring peace to the nations, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

For justice we pray: 
for the liberation of all who are oppressed, 
for an end to ethnic and economic prejudice, 
and especially for all court cases in this and every land. 

A brief silence. 

O God our Refuge, protect the vulnerable, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

For all who are sick and suffering,  

for those who have no access to the coronavirus vaccines, 
for the children afflicted with the virus variants, 
for everyone who fears receiving medical advice and assistance, 
for those who live with chronic pain, 
for those whose pain is known only to you, 
and especially for those we name here before you: Tim, Diane, Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, 
Michael, Dennis, and Harley. 

A brief silence. 

O God our Caregiver, heal the sick, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

For ourselves, when we believe and when we doubt, 
and for our dear ones for whom we pray: 

A longer period of silence. 
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O God our Comforter, hold us close, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

We remember before you all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
the saints of old, 
those who have died by violence or by the coronavirus, 
and especially our relatives and friends. 

A brief silence. 

O God our Resurrection, give us life now and forever, and have mercy on us. 
Hear us when we call. 

Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and righteous 
one, Jesus Christ, our wondrous Redeemer. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE   The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a 
suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.   Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SENDING SONG: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  (ELW 389) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 










